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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT  
NEWS FOR J2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Together, we will explore the city of Athens, visit the city stores, compete in Olympic games & 

hear from Paul himself about what kind of Kingdom is possible in Christ Jesus! Our lives & the lives 

of the children of Charleston can be changed by hearing the Gospel this summer. Preregister 

online at vbspro.events/p/91ea01 or pick up a registration sheet on the VBS board outside the 

Parlor!  ALSO – the Education Work Area will be hosting a VBS Kickoff Cookout on the first night of 

VBS from 4:30 – 5:45. Come join us for family fun before the big event begins! 

 

 

We still need VBS volunteers! Would you be willing to offer your gifts & passions during VBS week? 

Help assist with a small group, lead a craft activity, set up & tear down, etc. No matter the age, 

there is a place for you to serve! For more detailed information, please write  on your Making 

Connections card & Jessica Ulrich will call you ASAP to get you connected.  Set up begins the week 

of July 1st. We’d love to have you help!  Also, a huge thank you to those who have already been 

supporting this year's VBS through your time, talents, prayers, & finances. We are in this together. 

Thank you for being a part of this good work & loving these kids! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Changing Seasons 

In June we moved my 

parents from their home 

of eighteen years in 

Pekin, IL to an apartment 

within a retirement 

village in the same community.  In fact, as my dad 

would tell you, their move out took place just two 

days shy of eighteen years from the day of their 

move in.  He remembers those things. 

 

When they had their house built eighteen years 

ago, they were sixty-nine and seventy-two years 

old.  We thought they might be preparing to 

downsize, but instead they drove us past an 

empty lot and announced they would be building 

a 1,700-square-foot home on it with a full walk-

out basement.  What I didn’t realize then was 

that they weren’t as old as I thought they were.  

(I wasn’t either, for that matter.)  For them, it 

wasn’t time to downsize as we thought, it was 

time to begin a new season that brought much 

enjoyment to them and to all of us. 

 

Over the course of less than a year, my dad has 

experienced two hospitalizations, each followed 

by several days in “bounce-back” therapy.  Until 

recently, he was inclined to want to stay in their 

home and care for it as fastidiously as they always 

had done.  My mom, on the other hand, has been 

ready to quit cooking for several years.  She was 

an easy sell where the move was concerned, 

while Dad surprised us by saying, “You know, 

things change as you get older.  There are things 

you just can’t do anymore.  I don’t have any 

business living in a house I can’t take care of.” 

 

Which is a way of saying, I am proud of them 

both.  No matter how eager you are to make a 

significant life change, it’s not easy in your later 

years leaving behind a home you’ve lived in and 

cared for, giving up home ownership, sorting 

through what stays and what goes (and some of 

what goes has been around for many years and 

has a story to tell), admitting your limitations, and 

relying on your family more to care for some of 

your needs.  (I like to say, we’ve gotten by all 

these years without their “needing” us, so it’s 

about time they did.) 

 

As for me, neither is it easy accepting all of these 

changes in the lives of my parents, who have 

been strong and hard-working and seemingly 

indestructible for my entire life, and who now 

demonstrate their strength and resolve in new 

ways and for a new season.  But it is a new 

season, and I rejoice in that.  I hope and trust it 

will be filled with new expressions of grace, and 

that my parents will experience the peace of 

mind and enjoyment they have earned. 

 

I believe churches, and the church, live through 

seasons as well.  Sometimes it’s hard to let go of 

one season and move on to the next.  Sometimes 

the seasons change without our really noticing 

until we are living into the change.  Sometimes 

it’s hard to know how we need to change or 

when.  Sometimes we even wonder why things 

have to change at all. 

 

What I’ve learned in recent days is to be open, to 

be honest, to grieve when necessary, and to keep 

moving forward, knowing that change is 

necessary and trusting the God of every season 

to strengthen and refine our shared ministry and 

to lead us toward deeper faith, firmer hope, and 

more genuine love.    

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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JULY MISSION PROJECT –   
SCHOOL BAGS 

 
The Missions Ministry Team has designated 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center School Kits 

as our July Mission Project.  In some countries, 

children don't have books or school supplies.  

Many have no classrooms. Classes are held in 

inadequate or half-destroyed buildings, tents or 

even in the open air.  School kits might be these 

children's only educational resources. 

 
WHEN SHOPPING FOR JULY MISSION SCHOOL 

SUPPLIES, please follow this UMCOR School Bag 

Shopping List: 

⦁ 3 notebooks – 1 subject spiral 8 x 10 1/2” 

⦁ 6 pencils - unsharpened with erasers (no 

advertising) 

⦁ 1 pink eraser (1" X 2" or 2 1/2")   

⦁ 1 hand-held pencil sharpener (1” or bigger) 

⦁ 1 ruler 12” long, with metric, (hard or flexible) 

⦁ 1 box 12 colored pencils 

⦁ 1 box of 24 crayons 

⦁ 1 pair round tip scissors (no plastic scissors) 

Monetary gifts will be used to cover shipping 

expenses from Midwest Mission Distribution 

Center where the school bags are checked and 

filled for shipping to overseas locations. This 

usually totals about $150. Any contributions over 

$150 will be used to buy additional school supplies. 

School kits are often sent with any shipment of 

help such as natural disasters or supplies to a 

Central America agency such as Food for the Poor. 

You can write a check to Wesley UMC with School 

Bags on the memo line or use the blue Mission 

envelope in the pew backs. You can also donate 

online by going to visit our website at 

charlestonwesley.org and clicking on the $ button 

at the bottom of the page. Once again, thank you 

very much for your continued support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

             PLEASE LET US KNOW 
We are updating our 

records and would like 

your help in making 

them as accurate as 

possible. If you have 

recently changed your 

email address (or prefer a different email address 

than we currently send to), mobile or home phone 

number or mailing address, please email Rosalie 

Addison at  raddison@charlestonwesley.org or 

write your changes on your Making Connections 

card on Sunday morning. Also, if you no longer 

wish to receive the Wesley Circuit (print or via 

email), the Friday News Email or the Daily E-votion, 

please let us know. You can also sign up for any of 

our emails or indicate if you prefer print or emailed 

monthly newsletters. THANKS in advance for your 

help! 

FUN IN THE SUN!  

Join us at Church Camp and enjoy outdoor 

adventures over summer break! Wesley UMC 

supports and encourages those who would like to 

attend by reimbursing half the cost up to $325.00. 

Scholarships are also available if there is a financial 

need. Brochures are available at the Wesley 

Information Center or on the IGRC camping 

website,  http://www.igrc.org/camping.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
http://www.igrc.org/camping
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STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE 

Our newest Stephen Minister Irene Strole grew up 

in Greenup and graduated from EIU.  She has lived 

in many states and worked as a secretary before 

taking a job with the FAA. She now works from 

home examining documents relating to pilot 

certification. Her hobbies are music, reading, 

counted cross stitch, jigsaw puzzles, and time with 

her extended family here in the area. She has a 

brother and three sisters and has lost count of the 

number of nieces and nephews.               

 

Irene moved to Charleston from Oklahoma in the 

summer of 2018 and immediately came to Wesley, 

jumping into Bible study and Stephen Ministry 

where she became part of the leadership team.  

She had helped to start the Stephen Ministry 

program at her former church in Oklahoma City.   

She feels being a Stephen Minister has made her a 

better listener and better qualified to help another 

person spiritually. She was attracted to the 

program by her desire to be of help to others. She 

says, “It’s what Christ calls us to do – bear one 

another’s burdens.”   

Stop by the Wesley One More 

Ministry display in the 

Fellowship Hall hallway to pick 

up an updated shopping list. 

Remember to buy just “one 

more” item when you are 

doing your shopping! 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is expressed  

to the family of Eli Sidwell  

who died June 14, 2019,  

and to the family of Murray Choate 

who died June 14, 2019. 

 
SUNDAY 

MORNING 
HELPERS 

Do you want to 

serve at Wesley 

UMC but are not 

sure where you 

might fit? This summer you can volunteer to be 

a fill-in greeter, usher, liturgist, or communion 

server. Prayerfully consider what you would 

like to do to help keep our summer worship 

services welcoming and meaningful. Please 

note how you would like to serve on your 

Making Connections card, or contact the 

church office during the week at 217-345-3917 

or by emailing Elizabeth Halbe at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. 

Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the 
grass on a summer day listening to the murmur of 
water, or watching the clouds float across the 
sky, is hardly a waste of time.  ~ John Lubbock 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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  Happy JULY 
birthday  
to the following 
Wesley folks! 

 

Ryan Bensley  

 Suzie Bosler  

Genavieve Braden   Chad Braden  

Karen Clausing  Maxine Clayton 

Travis Coffey   Brad Cox  

Richard Craig    Lisa Doughty   

Mel Fleming    Sam Gubbins   

James Hatfield   Bonnie James  

Janet Johns    Pam Johnson   

Doug Klarup    Nicholas Kramer  

Ron Leathers   Nancy Marlow  

Karen Murphy   Leif Nielsen  

Marie Nielsen    Monte Nugent 

Jordan Socarras   Joy Starwalt   

Julie Sterling    Robert Sterling 

Darlene Stoltz   Jilliann Symonds 

Jessi Vanatta    Jacob Wilson  

Justin Wilson 

 

Happy JULY 
anniversary to 
the following 
Wesley 
couples! 

Brett & Kelley Bensley 

Rand & Molly Chappell  

Jim & Julie Dietz 

Allan & Lynn Johnson 

Michael & Betsy Mellott 

Terry & Rosalee Noble 

Juan & Heather Socarras 

Ron & Donna Wohlstein 

 

 

LIVING WORD CLASS INVITES YOU 
TO A NEW STUDY 

The Living Word Adult Sunday School Class invites 

you to a DVD based study of Amy Jill-Levine’s 

Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a 

Controversial Rabbi 

beginning Sunday, July 21. 

“Jesus was a skilled 

storyteller and perceptive 

teacher who used 

parables from everyday 

life to effectively convey 

his message and 

meaning. Life in first-

century Palestine was 

very different from our 

world today, and many traditional interpretations 

of Jesus' stories ignore this disparity. In this study 

Amy-Jill Levine analyzes these ‘problems with 

parables’ taking readers back in time to 

understand how their original Jewish audience 

understood them. She interprets these stories for 

the contemporary reader, showing how the 

parables are not just about Jesus, but are also 

about us—and when read rightly, still challenge 

and provoke us two thousand years later.” The 

Living Word Class meets from 9:45 – 10:30 in Room 

113 just off the Fellowship Hall. Grab a beverage 

and some goodies in the Fellowship Hall and join 

them. Participant guides are recommended but 

not required. Copies are available from your 

favorite bookseller. New participants are always 

welcome! 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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                               CONGRATULATIONS TO JESS! 

Congratulations to Jess Howell who received the Harry Denman Evangelism Award 

at the recent IGRC Annual Conference. Jess has worked in the Wesley nursery for 

several years and helps with other children and youth ministries. She has been 

active at Little Grassy, East Bay and the former Jensen Woods Camp, serving on 

staff for several years. She was Little Grassy’s summer director last year. A native of 

Edwardsville, Howell as active at Edwardsville St. John UMC through high school 

until she attended Eastern Illinois University where she is active in the Wesley Foundation campus ministry. 

“These leadership skills have carried over to her work at camp, at the Wesley Foundation and in her career 

as a teacher for children with special needs,” said the Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren, director of the EIU Wesley 

Foundation. Whether at camp or in the church, Howell has been influential in many children’s lives, helping 

them learn how to share what they believe and helps give them voice to be outspoken disciples of Jesus 

Christ. “As a parent of children who have been in Jess’s care, I know first-hand the difference it has made 

to have someone in the church nursery who teaches the children,” Warren said. “She gets on their level 

and knows how to help them pray in ways that are age-appropriate and shows them God’s love and grace 

through her words and actions. My son knows what he does of Christ in large part because he has spent 

time with Jess in the nursery at church.” Congratulations, Jess – we are so very proud of you! 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street - Charleston, IL 61920 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  
Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

 

No longer interested in receiving The Circuit? 

Please contact the church office. 

          Non-Profit Organization 

           U.S. Postage 

       PAID 

        Charleston, IL  
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